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1 The Biological Memory Bottleneck

2 Writing: The External Hard Drive

Ancient Sumerian clay tablet with
signature of accountant Kushim (c.

3400 BC).

3 The Andean Solution: The Tactile Quipu

Inca quipu record keeper: managing
imperial taxes through knotted

cords.

The human brain evolved to process and retain botanical, social, and zoological
knowledge, not to store and calculate millions of mathematical tax records and
demographic census figures.

✔

In small forager bands, memory was easily stored in human brains, but when empires
arose with hundreds of thousands of subjects, biological memory limits created a critical
administrative bottleneck.

✔

If a royal tax collector in an ancient kingdom died, all the unrecorded data on local grain
debts and land boundaries vanished with them, risking administrative collapse.

✔

Between 3500 BC and 3000 BC, Sumerian accountants in
southern Mesopotamia invented the first writing system, not to
write poetry or philosophy, but to record economic receipts on
clay tablets.

✔

Early writing was a "partial script"—it used signs and numbers
strictly for counting bushels of barley and tracking tax payments,
incapable of expressing spoken conversation.

✔

The earliest recorded human name in history is not a king or a
prophet, but an ancient Sumerian accountant named Kushim,
stamped on a 5,000-year-old clay receipt recording a delivery of
barley.

✔

Large empires can manage vast populations without alphabetical
letters by inventing entirely non-written data storage systems.

✔

The Inca Empire ruled over 10 million subjects across diverse
mountain terrains without writing, relying on a mathematical
system of colored, knotted strings called the quipu.

✔

Incan bureaucrats ran accurate census counts, collected regional
taxes, and tracked warehouse supplies purely by feeling and
reading the precise knots, colors, and cord lengths of their
quipus.

✔
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4 Bureaucratic Classification and Filing Systems

5 Reprogramming the Human Mind

From ancient cuneiform tallies to
modern binary machine code.

🎯 Chapter Summary

Inventing symbols to write numbers is useless unless a society also develops systematic
methods for categorizing, indexing, and rapidly retrieving archived information.

✔

Scribes had to be trained from childhood in specialized schools to think unnaturally—
converting continuous human life into rigid columns, standardized catalogs, and indexed
drawers.

✔

Mesopotamian archives contained tens of thousands of baked clay tablets organized into
strictly cataloged rooms, allowing scribes to locate specific land deeds or tax accounts
within minutes.

✔

Writing transformed how humans process information, replacing
fluid, holistic memory with compartmentalized, bureaucratic, and
algorithmic thinking.

✔

In the modern world, this evolution reached its peak with
mathematical script and computer code, where complex reality is
distilled into pure binary logic of zeros and ones.

✔

Today, artificial intelligence systems, banking networks, and
global supply chains run on binary scripts that human brains
cannot read directly, completing the shift from biological thought
to machine computation.

✔

The human brain was biologically incapable of storing the vast mathematical data, census
records, and tax accounts required to govern large agrarian empires.

✔

Sumerian bureaucrats invented the world's first writing system (~3500 BC) purely as an
external accounting tool to track bushels of barley and grain debts on clay tablets.

✔

Other civilizations solved the memory problem through tactile methods, such as the Inca
Empire successfully managing 10 million citizens using colored, knotted strings called
quipus.

✔

Writing forced human culture to adopt algorithmic categorization and filing systems,
ultimately transforming human cognition into the computer-like logic that powers
modern civilization.

✔


